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Introducing the Holy Spirit Centre!

The year seven's are excited that the Holy Spirit Centre is now ready for action. Jumping for joy, from left to 
right: Alexandra Cuda, Claire Schrale, Xavier Mullane,  William Hassett-Tully, Chloe Donovan and Sienna Ferraro.

Refer to page 12 for more photos of the Holy Spirit Centre.

mailto:ssm.office%40cns.catholic.edu.au?subject=
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL FROM THE PRINCIPALNOTICES
UPCOMING EVENTS:

 

ABSENTEE EMAIL 

If your child is absent, please email:
ssm.absentee@cns.catholic.edu.au

 CELEBRATING SUCCESS!

Please inform the college if your child has 
achieved success in an extra-curricular 
activity not directly related to school, so that 
the college community can celebrate these 
achievements.  Please email the principal 
(ssm.principal@cns.catholic.edu.au) with any 
information and photos.

Maths Tutoring Available
Tuesday and Thursday
Recess 2 - MCR

(all students welcome)

  Wednesday
  3.00 pm - 4.00 pm - Library

  Years 10 -12 only

Change of Details
To ensure communication is received, please advise 
the college if you have changed your email address.  
Please email the office: ssm.office@cns.catholic.
edu.au or telephone: 4086 2500.  This also applies 
to any other contact details.

CHESS CLUB
with Mr Harnischfeger (Mr H)

Room: MCR - Every day during Recess 2.
EVERYONE IS WELCOME!

TERM DATES 2020
Term 1: 28 January - 3 April

Term 2: 20 April - 26 June

Term 3: 13 July - 18 September

Term 4 : 5 October to 27 November
Year 12 - 20 November

Unfortunately, due to responses 
to the COVID-19 precautions, 
events have been postponed for 
the foreseeable future.

Dear Parents, Carers and Friends of the St Stephen’s community

As we hunker down into our homes and reflect on what we will do in self isolation 
and how the world seems to have changed overnight, and we look bewildered at 
what 2020 has brought us.

For many students, staff and families, term one has been what could only be 
described as a rollercoaster and it is no surprise to hear that many in our community 
are feeling overwhelmed.  So how do we make sense of where we are now?  I 
believe that the Holy Spirit presents us with guidance if only we know how to listen.  
Maybe this time of social distancing is forcing us to listen.
 
I was privileged to attend the TREWTH conference sponsored by Catholic Education Services.  At the conference 
I heard our own Fr Rob Greenup, Deacon Ralph Madigan and Aunty Gertrude Davis talk about their pastoral 
ministry.  I found their presentation resonated with me and I have thought back to their prophetic words 

numerous times over the last few weeks.  Fr Rob talked about a 
“profound sense of the sacred”, certainly a sense I have seen this 
lived out in our community and I could hear Aunty Gertrude’s words 
– “we must synchronize our words and actions” to bring young 
people to a faith and in a spirituality.  She suggested that in her 
experience a few well-worn prayers come back to people in times of 
discouragement and disenchantment.  I thought how true that has 
been in recent weeks given the illness, heartache and now terror of 
the unknown from COVID-19.  I agree with Aunty Gertrude, when 
we feel overwhelmed and hopeless our best response is to stop, 
take stock, pray and breathe.  I wanted to give to you the three 
prayers that have always found a way to comfort me the Our Father, 

my Father’s favourite - the Hail Mary and the Memorare.  A Marist brother taught me a long time ago that this 
was the ‘go to’ prayer of Marcellin Champagnat, founder of the Marist Order – it is certainly my ‘go to’ prayer: 

Remember, O most loving Virgin Mary, that never was it known that anyone who fled to your protection, implored 
your help, or sought your intercession was left abandoned. Inspired with this confidence, I fly to you, O Virgin of 
virgins, my Mother; to you do I come; before you I stand, sinful and sorrowful. O Mother of the Word Incarnate, 
despise not my petitions, but in your mercy graciously hear and grant them. Amen.

I invite you in your time of quarantine to pray the Memorare and if you are looking for some reflection activities 
consider visiting the Marist brothers page.

Keep up-to-date with COVID-19 
updates, by clicking on the link 
above.

STUDENT FREE DAY
Friday 3 April 2020

mailto:ssm.absentee%40cns.catholic.edu.au?subject=
mailto:ssm.principal%40cns.catholic.edu.au?subject=
mailto:ssm.office%40cns.catholic.edu.au%20?subject=
mailto:ssm.office%40cns.catholic.edu.au%20?subject=
https://www.maristbr.com/documents/688648/0/Memorare+in+the+Snow.pdf/099aa7dd-15bb-45ee-9f68-dbf34660593f
https://www.cns.catholic.edu.au/news-events/coronavirus-covid-19/
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 ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL RELIGIOUS EDUCATION FROM THE PRINCIPAL

One of the great privileges of working in education is to witness the growth of young people into 
leadership. This past week I was fortunate enough to see this both in our young women leaders 
speaking at the Mareeba Women’s Business Club International Women’s Day Celebration and 
in our year eleven's attending the Caritas Just Leadership. Both groups of students represented 
our College and young people in the community extremely well.

On Friday 6 March, year twelve leaders Aarin Ryan and Isabella Cuda, spoke to community 
members about the 2020 theme “Each for Equal” and specifically what the following statement 
meant to them: 

An equal world is an enabled world. 
How will you help forge a gender equal world?

Our students, along with their counterparts from Mareeba State High School, were inspirational and spoke so 
well. Below is an excerpt from Aarin and Isabella.

“When I think about who inspires me as a young female growing up in today’s society, I envision qualities such as 
fearlessness, empathy, ambition and innovation. I soon realised that my role models and the people who inspire 
me are here right in front of my eyes. This year we pledge to make a difference by supporting each other through 
our actions and words. Unfortunately, it is far too common to see girls tearing down other girls. As leaders and 
role models of our community, we are determined to lead by example and show others that by uniting as a 
common force, our strength and influence will be heard for the benefit of all. However, we must first embody the 
respect we demand from those around us.  We must not use our strength to knock others down, but to help each 
other up and support one another in our everyday actions. Ultimately we are all on one big team, collectively 
making change happen, and it is by embodying the change we want to see that we will move forward in forging 
an equal and enabled world."

A group of seven students, as a part of their Catholic Faith in 
Action service projects, attended the Caritas Just Leadership 
Day on Thursday 5 March, at St Thomas of Villanova School. 
Throughout that day, our students lead the primary students 
in coming together to address global social justice issues. 
Towards the end of the day, the St Stephen’s students also 
were given the opportunity to plan for ways they can change 
the hearts and minds of their own student body back at 
school. I am very much looking forward to their leadership 
in taking social justice action at our College.

Ms Janai Sugars
Assistant Principal Religious Education
Email: jsugars2@cns.catholic.edu.au

Isabella Cuda and Aarin Ryan, at the Mareeba 
Women’s Business Club International Women’s 
Day Celebration.

When we approach life with a sense of the sacred we become open to a deep way of listening where wisdom is 
found in unexpected places.  And this wisdom appeared at the Mareeba Chamber of Commerce luncheon last 
week.  Milan Maloberti, St Stephen’s own, took out second place in the Chamber of Commerce KP Mango growing 
competition.  I was proud to see him collect his award and I asked 
him what his secret was, and he told me it was pretty simple.  As 
expected, Milan said water, fertilizer and then he finished with 
“Just take care of them”.  So Simple.  Such wise words for us in the 
current climate.  Just take care of them.

I want to thank Milan as I have given this advice to many since. The 
College Captains talked to me about the year so far – widespread 
drought and bushfires, staff and student illness, profound sadness 
and now COVID -19 restrictions.  It seems everything we enjoy is 
being postponed or cancelled entirely. So many people have asked 
me this last week – can we take any more?”, “surely it can’t get 
worse”.  I don’t ask these sorts of things, instead I like to think 
about what these challenges have gifted to us.  I believe in every 
cloud there may not be a silver lining but there is a silver learning.  
And I keep thinking back to Milan’s simple yet profound advice.   
Just take care of them.

So I offer you Milan’s advice as a remedy to all that ails us at the 
moment.  When we think of the long lines for toilet paper or the 
stress on members of our community -  Just take care of them. When I think about our prospective students 
missing out on the opportunity to see and feel the wonder of our College – Just take care of them.  We have 
included some photos of the new Holy Spirit Centre and the opportunity for small group tours at some later 
dates.   When I see students fearful about the unknown and missing out on their favourite activities –  Just take 
care of them.  I rejoice in the Catholic Faith in Action students who have finished the week running multiple 
small group activities to bring some joy.  When I see students who are sad and feeling loss –  Just take care of 
them.  I watch senior students connect with our year sevens to let them 
know they were cared for and hear the support offered by their peers to 
remain buoyant and positive.

So despite what we hear in the news and see on social media, the world is 
still a place of love, care and connection.  Yes, we are going through some 
unprecedented and uncertain times.  But we only need to take time to look 
for moments of great humanity and we will flourish like Milan’s mangoes if 
we  Just take care of them.  Let’s look toward each other and identify ways 
in which we can –  Just take care of them – you, me, each other and when 
we doubt – stop, pray, breathe and take care.

Go gently with the peace of Christ
  

Ms Kerry Manders
Principal
Email: ssm.principal@cns.catholic.edu.au

mailto:jsugars2%40cns.catholic.edu.au%20?subject=
mailto:ssm.principal%40cns.catholic.edu.au?subject=
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 ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  SOCIAL SCIENCE AND BUSINESS

Above, from left to right: Gamuchirai Makoti (Mareeba 
State High School), Isabella Cuda, Rowyn Holden 
(Mareeba State High School) and Aarin Ryan, attended 
the Mareeba Women’s Business Club International 
Women’s Day Celebration.

It has been a busy start to the year for our Humanities subjects and term 
two is going to be even busier. Both year eight and year twelve Geography 
students will be participating in field trips, the Geography competition and 
History competition will be opened to students who are interested, and all 
subjects will be undertaking a research assessment item expanding classroom 
understanding. 

In terms of improving student outcomes, all teachers in the Humanities make 
comment regularly how our students have a lack of understanding on what is happening around them. This 
is not new; in fact, this has been a regular conversation for teachers in this area from one year to the next. 
However, what we find, is those students who often excel are not always those who ‘hit the books hard’ but are 

those involved in watching the news, reading news articles 
and engaging in discussions about situations and issues 
being faced. 

The more you know about the world around you, the more 
the  link can be made to theory. We love hearing that a 
debate occurred at the dinner table, or when students come 
to class with questions about something they heard or saw. 
Although the news is filled with negatives, and at times is 
difficult to watch, understanding a situation can create a 
greater sense of security rather than being ill informed and 
causing distress. Debating is one activity the students love 
(probably because it comes naturally at the teenage stage). 

At a different level, talking to your child about historical 
events is also encouraged. For example, the year seven Civics class are finalising a letter to parliament. This task 
promotes public lobbying to enact a change, talking about past protests that you may have been involved in or 
remember seeing can spark conversations. This is also the same for the year nine Civics class who are creating 
a new political party. Alternatively, in Business, the more business examples a student can provide, the better 
the understanding becomes. Conversations around Holden 
closing, or the current toilet paper saga and the impact, are 
topical issues. 

We hope this has been an engaging term for our students 
and are happy to be contacted at any time to discuss your 
student. 

Ms Emily Pensini and Mrs Prue Vaughan
Middle Leaders Social Science and Business
Email: epensini@cns.catholic.edu.au
Email: pvaughan@cns.catholic.edu.au

mailto:epensini%40cns.catholic.edu.au?subject=
mailto:pvaughan%40cns.catholic.edu.au?subject=
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 HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION  HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Careers in Health Breakfast
On the morning of Friday 6 March, the year eleven students studying a Dual Certificate II in 
Health Support Services and Community Services and four year twelve students studying a 
Certificate III in Health Services Assistance, travelled to Rydges Esplanade in Cairns to attend 
the Careers in Health Breakfast, organised and presented by the Business Liaison Association, 
in conjunction with James Cook University.

The students enjoyed an array of hot and cold items from a delicious buffet style breakfast 
whilst listening to a panel of guest professionals, who spoke about their careers in the health industry. These 
guest speakers consisted of an Occupational Therapy Honours Student, a Senior Speech Pathologist (Oncology), a 
Nursing and Midwifery Lecturer, an Accredited Exercise Physiologist and Sport Scientist and an Intern Pharmacist. 
The students were then engaged in a Q and A style session where many interesting and valid questions were 
asked and answered.

This excursion provided these students with a wonderful opportunity to explore their future career prospects. 
They learnt about attaining pathways to certain careers, the nature of these careers and what these professionals 
find both challenging and rewarding in their vocations.

A big thank you is extended to Mrs Angela Toppin and the JCU Ambassadors for organising this event.

Ms Naomi Torres
Health and Physical Education Teacher
Email: ntorres@cns.catholic.edu.au

As part of the year eleven and year twelve Health Certificate, Guest Speaker - Simone Crowe, an Expert Health 
Trainer from Connect n Grow, visited the certificate students on Tuesday 10 March.  Students and staff were 
grateful for the opportunity.

This is Simone's story:

"My journey as a Registered Nurse is one that I am proud of and am excited to be given this opportunity to share 
my journey to shape the future of the health care industry. I am passionate about my profession and my goal is 
to inspire your students to reach their full potential through our wonderful program. I am here to support you in 
any way that I can to ensure we deliver the best program that we can for our students.

My background is primarily Nursing and I have worked in a number of different roles including as a Registered 
Nurse, Clinical Nurse Manager and Community Liaison Nurse. I have worked in a variety of settings across 
Queensland including Toowoomba, Emerald and the Sunshine Coast. My experience spans across community, 
private and public sectors.

My most recent position was working as a Clinical Nurse Consultant at St Vincent's Private Hospital Toowoomba
running a 31 bed acute medical ward".

mailto:ntorres%40cns.catholic.edu.au?subject=
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 THE ARTS AND LOTE

We are off to a flying start in the Arts and LOTE department for 2020, with our curricular and 
co-curricular programs well underway. 

In the Music department, the college choir has started their rehearsals for our upcoming ANZAC 
Day ceremony, liturgy band has some brand new members and have started practicing for 
our in house events, the Drama department is organising an entry for Far North Queensland 
Festival of One Act Plays, and the Visual Art department has started their first project for the 
new Visual Arts Excellence program – a community mural at the local kindergarten. 

We also have a selling artist in our student body! Rozy Kendall (year ten) – who helps out her artist grandparents 
in Pormpuraaw – has sold her first artwork through the Pormpuraaw Art Centre. Well done Rozy!
In the classroom: Year 10 Visual Art: The year ten's have been experimenting with approaches to portraiture this 
term and have put a lot of effort into their self portraiture experimental artworks with guidance from Art teacher 
extraordinaire, Ms Todd.  We look forward to seeing their final works at the end of the term! Ms Tennyson’s year 
seven class has worked very hard on their portraits as well. We definitely have some talent amongst our juniors. 
We are looking forward to the next group to show their talents.

Ms Emma Ledlin
Middle Leader The Arts and LOTE
Email: eledlin@cns.catholic.edu.au

April Hainsworth
Year Ten

Graphite on Paper

Emma Butler 
Year Ten

Graphite on Paper

Kiara Fulton
 Year Ten

Graphite on Paper

 CHESS UPDATE

St Stephen’s Catholic College has won the first round of the Gardiner Interschool Chess 
Competition which was held in Cairns on Tuesday 3 March. St Stephen’s Team 1 which consisted 
of Iago Roche-Maxwell (year eleven), Caleb Shorey (year twelve), James Dixon-Mills (year nine) 
and Nicholas Fogale (year ten), edged out St Augustine’s College on a countback after finishing 
on 22.5 points each.  In the individual standings, Iago Roche-Maxwell and Caleb Shorey finished 
in second and third place respectively, each scoring six points from a possible seven. James 
Dixon-Mills, Nicholas Fogale, Harry Heath and Dante Cadorin received merit ribbons for scoring 
4.5 points or higher.  St Stephen’s Teams 2 and 3 also finished with top ten places out of the 27 
teams which took part in the competition. Congratulations to the whole team on this outstanding result. 

For a full rundown of results visit the website https://gardinerchess.com.au/tournament_result/2020-t1-far-
north-queensland-secondary?

Chess club with Mr Harnischfeger is held in the MCR every recess two with lessons being held on Wednesdays 
during lesson five. Please see Mr Ellison if you wish to attend these lessons. The next competition will be held 
on Friday 29 May.

Mr Christopher Ellison
Chess Coordinator
Email: cellison1@cns.catholic.edu.au

 LIONS YOUTH OF THE YEAR COMPETITION

Three of our students competed in the Lions Youth of the Year Competition. Jenna Kerswell 
and Emily Perrett competed against students from Mareeba State High School and performed 
incredibly well. They were poised and articulate and received positive feedback from many 
audience members. Unfortunately, they did not win, but we are very proud of both of them.
In Malanda, Aarin Ryan competed against six other students from Malanda High and won. She 
will now represent St Stephen's at the Zone Finals in Malanda.

Mrs Tamara Schincariol
Middle Leader English
Email: tschincari@cns.catholic.edu.au

mailto:eledlin%40cns.catholic.edu.au?subject=
https://gardinerchess.com.au/tournament_result/2020-t1-far-north-queensland-secondary/
https://gardinerchess.com.au/tournament_result/2020-t1-far-north-queensland-secondary/
mailto:cellison1%40cns.catholic.edu.au?subject=
mailto:tschincari%40cns.catholic.edu.au?subject=
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 HOLY SPIRIT CENTRE

Left and below: The auditorium has 
the capacity to sit approximately 
250 people.

Below: The main hall area has the 
capacity to sit approximately 520 
people.

The Holy Spirit Centre has finally opened its doors with all cohorts having had the pleasure of being able to walk 
through the centre.  It was the intention of having the centre available for the Open Evening.  It was the intention 
of having the official opening at the end of May, however, this now been postponed for the foreseeable future.

 YEAR SEVEN AND YEAR EIGHT NEWS

What a term we have had so far?  It is hard to believe that term one is already nearly over and 
our 129 year seven students have already settled into their first term of high school with ease 
and confidence.  This term may not have had all the new experiences that we were prepared 
for but I can only commend the year seven students for their courage, compassion, support and 
kindness that they have displayed.  In times of trouble, it really shows how blessed we are to be 
in the community in which we live.  The year seven's have adapted to the many school changes 
that have occurred, with new subjects, teachers, friendships and assessment requirements but 
each student has coped well.  They are adapting to their new environment and being mature 
and responsible students.  Students have taken on all aspects of high school life in their stride and I am so proud 
of their achievements so far. Students are now in full-swing of assessment-time with assignments and tests.  It 
is very normal for this time of the term to cause a little stress and anxiety.  It is very important that students 
discuss any concerns with their classroom teacher during class time or via email, have an organised SRB and 
term planner and of course eat and sleep well.   These new challenges of high school, especially in term one, 
can be somewhat overwhelming at first, however as the year progresses the year seven students will be able to 
handle life as a secondary student without any dramas.  Please take time to celebrate your child’s achievements 
and spend quality family time together.

The year eight students have continued to be a fun and energetic group of students in 2020.  This year they have 
displayed maturity in many areas of school life by becoming more confident with school routines and adapting 
to new subjects.  Students have enjoyed the new rotation of elective subjects this year.   Some of the year eight 
students have also assisted our new year seven students and directed the new students to their classrooms 
and provided friendship and care for the newest members of the St Stephen’s communities.  Year eight's are 
developing positive cross-age relationships by contributing positively to the year sevens and demonstrating the 
school culture by providing positive role models. Quick tips for students (especially during assessment time) – 
Time Management:

1. Create a daily 'to do' list.
2. List goals and set priorities.
3. Do 'A's' first (Most important things).
4. Do it now.
5. Ask yourself "What is the best use of my time right now?"
6. Be realistic: New habits take time to develop.
7. Reward yourself for small steps of progress towards your goals each week

If there are any concerns, please do not hesitate to contact your child’s teacher or myself.  It is important that 
a positive parent-teacher relationship continues with open communication to benefit the child, parents and 
teacher to make learning successful.  

Mrs Jayarani Salerno
Year 7 and 8 Middle Pastoral Leader
Email: jsalerno@cns.catholic.edu.au

mailto:jsalerno%40cns.catholic.edu.au%20?subject=
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 YEAR SEVEN AND YEAR EIGHT NEWS  PARENT PORTAL - ST STEPHEN'S CATHOLIC COLLEGE
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2021 ENROLMENTS AND SCHOLARSHIPS

ST STEPHEN’S CATHOLIC COLLEGE

ENROL NOW for 2021

Lot 3, McIver Road Mareeba
PO Box 624 Mareeba Qld 4880 

Phone: (07) 4086 2500
Email: ssm.of ce@cns.catholic.edu.au

www.sscc.qld.edu.au

Enrolment packages can be obtained from the College website or from the College offi  ce.

Our process is:
1. Complete the applica� on for enrolment.
2. A� ach the necessary documenta� on.
3. Return the applica� on and the enrolment fee by Friday 24 April 2020.
4. Enrolment interviews will occur in term two.
5. Con rma� on of your child’s enrolment will occur in term three.

Closing date: Friday 24 April 2020 - Limited Places Available.

SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS NOW OPEN!
Scholarships for academic, sport and culture for year seven in 2021, are now available.   

Applica� on forms are available from the College website or from the College offi  ce.

Closing date for scholarship applications: Friday 24 April 2020


