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FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK

Year 11 students on Monday refi ned their focus on what it means to lead others at St Stephen’s. The Leadership
Day provided the plaƞ orm for students to take part in the student leadership selecƟ on process for 2019.  
Students were presented with the challenge of “what it means to be a leader at St Stephen’s Catholic College”.

Year 11 - Leadership Day
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NOTICES
UPCOMING EVENTS:

CHESS CLUB
with Mr Harnischfeger (Mr H)

Room: S5 - Every day during Recess 2.
EVERYONE IS WELCOME!

ABSENTEE EMAIL 

If your child is absent, please email:
absentee@sscc.qld.edu.au

TERM DATES 2018
Term 3: 16 July to 21 September

Term 4 : 8 October to 30 November
Year 12 - 16 November

Student Free Days 2018 
Monday 22 October

 CELEBRATING SUCCESS!

Please inform the college if your child has 
achieved success in an extra-curricular 
acƟ vity not directly related to school, so that 
the college community can celebrate these 
achievements.  

Please email Mrs Pinese (principal@sscc.qld.
edu.au) with any informaƟ on and photos.

Maths Tutoring Available
Tuesday and Thursday

Recess 2 - MCR

(all students welcome)

  Wednesday
  3.00 pm - 4.00 pm - Library

  Years 10 -12 only

Change of Details
To ensure communicaƟ on is received, please advise 
the college if you have changed your email address.  
Please email the offi  ce: offi  ce@sscc.qld.edu.au or 
telephone: 4086 2500.  This also applies to any 
other contact details.

Friday 21 September
St Stephen’s Day

Saturday 13 October
Year 12 Formal

Monday 15 October
Year 8 Community Day

Wednesday 17 October
Year 12 SIP Excursion - BoaƟ ng Licence
Year 7 ImmunisaƟ ons

Thursday 18 October 
Year 11 Geography Excursion

Friday 19 October
Arts ExhibiƟ on at St Stephen's Catholic College

-LOST PROPERTY-
There is quite a vast number of hats, jumpers and 

water boƩ les in lost property. Please have your child 
check if there is something missing.
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL

Dear Parents and Friends of St Stephen’s

“You cannot be human without being part of a people.” 
Pope Francis: “Community and Unity”

One of Pope Francis’s most popular themes is that of unity, and unity is formed best by fostering 
community where we live, where we work, where we worship.

Never was a sense of community more important than when our St Stephen’s family mourned the loss of one of 
our year ten students (Angus Poggioli) and prayed for the recovery of another student (Daniel Cross), also in year 
ten, who suff ered severe burns in the tragic accident that claimed Angus’ life. I am very grateful for the support 
which our staff  and counsellors from Catholic EducaƟ on Services provided to students in the days following the 
accident. The enƟ re St Stephen’s community extends its sincere condolences to Angus’ family as we keep them 
in our thoughts and prayers at this diffi  cult Ɵ me. We also wish his cousin, Daniel, the very best during his road 
to recovery.

This sense of community is celebrated on 21 September when the enƟ re school comes together for St Stephen’s 
Day. Not only is the day dedicated to remembering our patron, St Stephen, but it is also an opportunity for 
fostering posiƟ ve relaƟ onships in our pastoral groups and across the college. All parents are very welcome to 
aƩ end, for all or part of the day which begins with a whole school mass, followed by a cultural performance by 
our students, a mini-fete and the compeƟ Ɵ ve netball game between the senior students and the staff . For many 
students this is the best day of the school year and I urge parents to delay their holiday plans unƟ l the start of 
the offi  cial break on 22 September, so that students can enjoy being with their peers, celebraƟ ng the spirit of 
our college. AƩ endance is compulsory and students are to be aƫ  red in their sports uniform.

CongratulaƟ ons are extended to the year seven and nine students for their eff orts on the NAPLAN test, the 
results of which are being sent home to parents. It is important to remember that this test is just one measure 
of a student’s performance at a point in Ɵ me and assists the school to determine areas that require aƩ enƟ on. 
Students performed well on the test; in parƟ cular, the wriƟ ng task was of a very high standard and I thank the 
English teachers for working eff ecƟ vely to improve wriƟ ng across the board. The year twelve students are also 
to be commended for their commitment to the Queensland Core Skills Test on 4 and 5 September. 

While many students have worked very hard this term and are looking forward to the holidays, school offi  cially 
concludes on Friday 21 September at 3.00 pm. The last week of term is devoted to compleƟ ng assessment and 
preparing students for term four. Year ten students are engaging in work experience for the fi rst four days of 
the last week and our college will be hosƟ ng students from our sister school in Japan from 14 September to 
21 September. There is also great excitement about the forthcoming New Zealand trip which four teachers 
and twenty-four students are undertaking in the fi rst ten days of the holidays. I thank our teachers for their 
generosity in giving up their break Ɵ me and wish the enƟ re group a wonderful Ɵ me in the snow.
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL

Schools are a microcosm of society with highs and lows. Over the past ten weeks of term three, our community 
has celebrated many great achievements by our students, of whom we are very proud. We have also experienced 
great sadness with the loss of one of our family and the lengthy hospitalisaƟ on of two of our students, Daniel in 
year ten and Georgia in year eleven. 

Prayer is a very powerful tool and I ask that, as a community, we pray for these students, so that a family can fi nd 
peace with their loss and our two other students have a complete recovery. I thank staff , students and parents 
for the hard work that has been carried out in this term and wish parents a special Ɵ me with their children—life 
is so precious and fragile and we need to savour every moment.

With Trust in the Lord

Mrs Ida Pinese | Principal
principal@sscc.qld.edu.au

FROM THE MIDDLE LEADER - E LEARNING

This term is the third term that we have run our learning management system - Canvas.

Canvas is a learning portal that students and teachers use for resources such as worksheets, 
assignments, calendar events (such as homework due dates and fi eld trips), as well as interacƟ ve 
lessons and videos.

I am extremely pleased with the adopƟ on this year, with thousands of pages views, hundreds of 
assignments created and meaningful discussions happening, along with lots of other engaging 
acƟ viƟ es. The purpose of Canvas is to provide the students with a central place to access all their class content, 
so that if they are ill or away for a sporƟ ng event, they have access to all the resources 24/7 from anywhere.

I am extremely saƟ sfi ed with the levels of engagement from staff  and students this year, and have many exciƟ ng 
developments that I will share in the coming months. Students need to be ready for this millennium armed with 
21st century skills, and Canvas allows them to facilitate this. 

If you have any quesƟ ons about Canvas or our 1:1 program, please contact me at rbaker@sscc.qld.edu.au or ring 
me at 4086 2511. 

I look forward to enriching students' experiences into 2019.

Mr Richard Baker 
Middle Leader - E Learning
rbaker@sscc.qld.edu.au
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FROM THE CHESS COORDINATOR

St Stephen’s Catholic College chess team has won the Far North Queensland Inter-school Chess 
CompeƟ Ɵ on for the second consecuƟ ve year. 

St Stephen’s Team 1 were undefeated in the seven round premier division compeƟ Ɵ on. The four 
team members, Iago Roche-Maxwell, Brandon Osborne, Caleb Shorey and Layton Osborne, 
will now head to Brisbane to compete at the state fi nals. 

St Stephen’s Team 2: Milan Bagic, Eugenio Bambino, Jack Burnside and Braydon Olufson, 
fi nished in third place in premier division and missed out by only one point on also qualifying for the state fi nals.

In the open division, St Stephen’s Teams 3 and 4 fi nished in second and fourth place respecƟ vely.

Over one hundred secondary students from twelve secondary schools in the Cairns region competed at the 
compeƟ Ɵ on.  Thank you to Mike Harnischfeger for coaching the teams at lunchƟ mes.

Mr Christopher Ellison
Chess Co-ordinator   
cellison1@sscc.qld.edu.au

2019 TERM DATES / PUBLIC HOLIDAYS

Term 1 
Tuesday 29 January to Friday 5 April

Term 2 
Tuesday 23 April to Friday 28 June

Term 3
Monday 15 July to Friday 20 September

Term 4
Tuesday 8 October to Friday 29 November

 (Year 12 Finish: Friday 15 November)

Public Holidays / Student Free Days
Monday 28 January - Australia Day

Friday 19 April - Good Friday
Monday 22 April - Easter Monday

Thursday 25 April - ANZAC Day
Monday 6 May - Labour Day
Friday 19 July - Cairns Show

Monday 7 October - Queen's Birthday
Monday 21 October - Student Free Day
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St Stephen’s Day

Friday 21 September
from 9.00 am to 3.00 pm

Mass
Cultural Performance

Mini Fete
Netball Match (Year 12 versus Staff)

Tug-of-War (Junior School)

ST STEPHEN'S DAY
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LOST PROPERTY NOTICE

Lost property is located at Student Services.  To 
ensure that items are returned to your child, please 
label clothing and other property with their name.  
There is currently an abundance of lost items, which 
are unlabelled.  Please encourage your child to visit 
Student Services to reclaim any lost property.

ARTS EXHIBITION
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NOTICE FROM TROPICAL PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICES
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MOUNTAIN BIKE RACE SMITHFIELDNOTICE FROM JAMES COOK UNIVERSITY
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TERM FOUR - TUCKSHOP - DAILY SPECIALS
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DISTRICT ATHLETICS CARNIVAL - 13 AND OVERFLEXISCHOOLS

New Cashless System is here!

St Stephen’s Catholic College is constantly on the lookout for new ways to make your 
interactions with school more convenient. That’s why we’ve engaged with Flexischools, 
Australia’s leading school payment system, to provide a new cashless way for you to 
pay for school services. 

Order and pay for a range of school services online 
with Flexischools online ordering… 

Flexischools is the fast, convenient and secure way to order and pay for [SERVICES WITH 
FLEXISCHOOLS] from home or on your mobile. Flexischools makes our school service[s] 
available to you 24/7 

Parents set up a Flexischools account online and pre-load the account with 
funds. 
Parent can use the funds in their account to order and pay for a range of 
services online 
Parents can view their orders online and can set a daily spending limit. 

Get Started with Flexischools… 

Set up an account for online ordering… 

You can set up an account online – it only takes a minute.   
1. Register for Flexischools by visiting www.flexischools.com.au.  Add your student, 

their school and form class to get started. 
2. Top-Up your account via Visa, Mastercard, PayPal or direct deposit. 
3. Make an order by selecting from the range of options made available by your 

school and proceed to make payment for the order listed in your order pad. 
4. Review Orders by logging back in to your Flexischools account. You can set 

recurring orders, view transaction history or cancel orders via your Flexischools 
login. 

What does it cost? 

Online Ordering Fees - $0.29 per order 
Account Top-Up Fees - Direct Deposit FREE 
      Credit card (visa/mastercard) 15c + 1% 
      PayPal 15c + 1% 
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AUSTRALIAN ANTI ICE CAMPAIGN


