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Catholic Education Week - Discovering New Horizons

To celebrate Catholic Educa  on Week (29 July to 4 August), student leaders 
from years seven and twelve a  ended the Western Cluster Mass at St 
Augus  ne's School in Mossman, while years eight and nine par  cipated in a 
variety of faith based ac  vi  es with the NET Evangelisa  on Team. It was also 
an opportunity to acknowledge the signifi cant contribu  on of our Business 
Manger, Mr Hadyn Flynn for the planning and management of the many 
capital projects at our college. Above le  : Catholic Educa  on 

Week Mass at St. Augus  ne's 
Mossman.

Above right: Mr Hadyn Flynn, 
nominee for a Leadership 
Docemus Award.

Le  : NET (Na  onal Evangelisa  on 
Team) with year nine students.
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NOTICES
UPCOMING EVENTS:

CHESS CLUB
with Mr Harnischfeger (Mr H)

Room: S5 - Every day during Recess 2.
EVERYONE IS WELCOME!

ABSENTEE EMAIL 

If your child is absent, please email:
absentee@sscc.qld.edu.au

TERM DATES 2018
Term 3: 16 July to 21 September

Term 4 : 8 October to 30 November
Year 12 - 16 November

Student Free Days 2018 
22 October

 CELEBRATING SUCCESS!

Please inform the college if your child has 
achieved success in an extra-curricular 
ac  vity not directly related to school, so that 
the college community can celebrate these 
achievements.  

Please email Mrs Pinese (principal@sscc.qld.
edu.au) with any informa  on and photos.

Maths Tutoring Available
Tuesday and Thursday
Recess 2 - MCR

(all students welcome)

  Wednesday
  3.00 pm - 4.00 pm - Library

  Years 10 -12 only

Change of Details
To ensure communica  on is received, please advise 
the college if you have changed your email address.  
Please email the offi  ce: offi  ce@sscc.qld.edu.au or 
telephone: 4086 2500.  This also applies to any 
other contact details.

Thursday 9 August
Year 9 Geography Excursion
Year 7 and 8 QAMT Quiz

Tuesday 14 August
ICAS Mathema  cs

Tuesday 14 August
Year 11 SIP Excursion

Wednesday 15 August
Year 12 SIP Excursion

Wednesday 15 August and Friday 17 August
SET Plans

Monday 20 August – Friday 24 August
Year 10 Camp

Wednesday 22 August
Year 11 KYDS Driver Educa  on

Thursday 23 August
Chess Compe   on

Tuesday 4 September – Wednesday 5 September 
QCS Test

Monday 10 September – Friday 14 September
Block Exam Week

Monday 17 September – Wednesday 19 September
Year 12 Recrea  on Camp

Monday 17 September – Thursday 20 September
Year 10 Work Experience

Monday 17 September
Year 11 Leadership Day

Tuesday 18 September
MTB Race

Wednesday 19 September
UQ Surf Lifesaving Championships

Friday 21 September
St Stephen’s Day
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL FROM THE PRINCIPAL

Dear Parents and Friends of St Stephen’s

“Discovering new horizons” (Theme of Catholic Educa  on Week)
Young people are being urged by Pope Francis to discover new horizons and spread joy. They 
are called to par  cipate fully in society and leave their imprint for a be  er world. At assembly to 
mark the start of Catholic Educa  on Week (29 July to 4 August), the achievements of students 
in many areas of college life were celebrated.

CELEBRATION OF SUCCESS
Not only did the Bill Turner Soccer team (u/15 boys) claim victory against Igna  us Park in Townsville, but the St 
Stephen’s Athle  cs team won the District Athle  cs Carnival. Both events required students to work as a team, 
suppor  ng each other to achieve a common goal. In the spirit of the Olympics, the coveted Pierre de Couber  n 
Award was presented to Nadia Falvo for honouring the quali  es of teamwork, par  cipa  on and mentoring of 
others in spor  ng pursuits. Unable to a  end the ceremony in Brisbane, Nadia shared this accolade with her 
family and fellow students at the recent assembly. The recogni  on of achievements also extends to our staff , 
in par  cular, our Business Manager, Mr Hadyn Flynn. As an acknowledgement of the amazing work he has 
carried out with the numerous capital projects that St Stephen’s has embarked upon, Mr Flynn was nominated 
for a Docemus Award. In memory of Tom Doolan, this award is presented to those who have made a signifi cant 
contribu  on to Catholic Educa  on. While not the overall winner, we are very proud of having Mr Flynn as one 
of the nominees.

A strong work ethic is just as important as high levels of achievement. During Catholic Educa  on Week, those 
students who either achieved outstanding academic results or demonstrated excellent eff ort were rewarded 
with a lunch. Working to achieve one’s poten  al, regardless of the result, is greatly valued at St Stephen’s.

Last Wednesday, leaders from years seven to twelve a  ended mass at St Augus  ne’s School in Mossman. A 
video has also been produced by Catholic Educa  on Services to celebrate the diversity of our schools and I invite 
you to view it at: h  ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VcRSj8QZ3go

SUBJECT SELECTION EVENING
On Wednesday 1 August, year eight and ten students were invited to a  end a presenta  on about selec  ng 
subjects for 2019. For our year eleven students, in par  cular, the changes to their system is the most signifi cant 
since 1973. An exci  ng development for the year eleven cohort is the implementa  on of the Catholic Faith 
in Ac  on Program which all students will be undertaking, whether they decide to choose Study of Religion/
Religion and Ethics, or not, as one of their six subjects. In early 2019, there will be further parent evenings for 
this cohort to explain in more detail, the elements of the new system. I would like to sincerely thank parents who 
were able to a  end and also the P and F who generously provided a BBQ for the event.

CONCLUSION
It is affi  rming to see so many students taking advantage of opportuni  es to discover new horizons in the many 
aspects of college life, not only in academia, but also in cultural, spor  ng and service to others contexts. By 
embracing a mindset that encourages curiosity, cri  cal thinking, a willingness to adapt to a changing environment 
in the 21st century and compassion and acceptance of those less fortunate, students are preparing to be ac  ve 
ci  zens of the future.

With Trust in the Lord

Mrs Ida Pinese | Principal
principal@sscc.qld.edu.au
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 FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL ADMINISTRATION

The past four weeks have passed in a blur with a lot of spor  ng, academic and other events. We 
had the parent/teacher interviews in week one. A biology camp for our year eleven students 
in week two, with lots of mozzie bites!  In week three, we had the subject selec  on night for 
year eight and ten students and parents. The two (2) district athle  cs carnivals in week two 
and three have just been completed with great results. We also had the NET team working with 
year eight and year nine students, with their faith development in week three and four.

The fi rst QCS prac  ce test was held on Monday of this week. Finally we have the PISA tests for 
some of our fi  een (15) year old students. Phew! It has been a busy term so far and we are only up to week four.

More excursions, compe   ons, performances, Japanese visitors, work experience and of course tests are 
sca  ered throughout the rest of the term. Year ten students will head off  on camp in week six and for our year 
twelve students we have block exams in week nine. And we save the best for last, my favourite day, St Stephen's 
Day on Friday of week ten. More details will be forthcoming as we get closer to the date.

Have a great term.

Mr Rohan Priestly
Assistant Principal Administra  on
rpriestly@sscc.qld.edu.au

 FROM THE P AND F ASSOCIATION

The P and F General Mee  ng will be held on Tuesday 
14 August, commencing at 5.30 pm, to be held in 
the Boardroom (administra  on area of the college, 
entrance through the main offi  ce door).
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 FROM THE INDIGENOUS LIAISON OFFICER

INDIGENOUS MEET AND GREET - MORNING TEA
The meet and greet morning tea with the Indigenous Liaison Offi  cer, last term, was a success.  
I would like to thank the indigenous students and staff  at St Stephen's Catholic College for 
a  ending the meet and greet. Hopefully in the future there will be more morning teas for 
parents and families to a  end.  Over the next semester, I would like to meet with the students 
to organise lunch  me ac  vi  es from pain  ng, dancing and sports.  So thank you again to all 
the indigenous students for coming in to say hello.

UPDATE FROM THE INDIGENOUS LIAISON OFFICER
I have been at St Stephen’s Catholic College now for nearly over a month and have started off  very low key, but 
hopefully, have some exci  ng projects coming up and in place by the end of term three. I have been si   ng in 
classes and allowing the students to get used to seeing me out of the offi  ce. My posi  on here is to develop, 
promote and maintain communica  on networks between Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students, 
parents, guardians, the community and the school. I play a key role in providing knowledge and understanding 
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders histories, language and culture within schools. This understanding 
promotes resect and harmony.  If parent/carers, families have any ques  ons or would like to meet me, please 
contact me on srichards2@cns.catholic.edu.au or fi nd me at Student Diversity Centre  on Tuesdays. 

Miss Shannah Richards
Indigenous Liaison Offi  cer

From le   to right: Aileah Mathieson, 
Savannah Sprecher, Naydia Dooley and 
Maddison Baldwin.
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 FROM THE MIDDLE LEADER - YEARS 7 AND 8

In term three, the year seven students have hit the ground running.  Students have changed 
elec  ve subjects, been involved in district athle  cs, par  cipated in Catholic Educa  on Week 
ac  vi  es in class and some have also a  ended the special lunch to recognise achievement.  
The busyness of term has not deterred our youngest members of the school, as they have 
se  led back into high school life with ease and confi dence.  The transi  on from primary can 
be challenging and stressful but the year seven cohort are growing in confi dence every term 
and manage to keep up the work load of secondary educa  on.   I had the pleasure of looking 
through all of the year seven report cards, at the beginning of the term, and most of the 
students have a  ained high achievement levels or have shown excellent work habits.  The following students 
a  ended the special lunch on Tuesday 31  July. Congratula  ons to these students:

Libra Aying   Evan McKeegan  Madison Stansby  Lucy Perre  
Nicholas Brammer  Mia McNeill   Caitlin Wadley   Ella Schrale
Ned Donovan   Angela Montagliani  Mackenzie Wuth  Alice Harrigan
Frank Ferraro   Prue Pillar   Alyssa Crane   Kyla Jones
Eva McLennan   Emma Raci     Jasmine Agnew  Anton Palmieri
Natalie Millerd  Jessica Reedman  Cody Atkinson   Mia Scomazzon
Nate Mitchell   Kaelon Mulla   Sarah Broad   Eliza Kuik
Amelia Morris   Narissa Musso   Sienna Byrnes   Sienna Lloyd
Dayna Pearce   Piper O  one   Mia Cavanagh   Jacob Falvo
James Dixon-Mills  Imogen Devine  Alex De Marzi   Ella Floreancig

Now that students have seen their Semester One report card, it is important that they con  nue to work hard, 
apply themselves to their studies and keep organised.  Not only does organisa  on keep students on track so that 
they can earn the results they deserve, it prepares them for the working world, where organisa  onal skills are a 
requirement in many jobs. If students start prac  sing eff ec  ve organisa  onal skills early in high school, they will 
do much be  er in a trade or at university and be more prepared for a successful career in the work force. Below 
are some ORGANISATIONAL  ps for students to follow:

1. Develop a rou  ne. Consistency is the key to student success.
2. Set rules for yourself.
3. Write everything down.
4. Create your own deadline that is before the actual deadline.
5. Work on one task at a  me; do not mul  -task.
6. Use a planner.
7. Declu  er once a week.

Have a great term three.

Mrs Jayarani Salerno
Middle Leader - Years 7 and 8
jsalerno@sscc.qld.edu.au

Students enjoying the special 
lunch.
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 HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION

We have hit the ground running this term in the Health and Physical Educa  on Department, 
with an array of ac  vi  es on off er for the students.

Mr Aaron O'Neill
Middle Leader - Health and Physical Educa  on
aoneill1@sscc.qld.edu.au

Year eight Health and Physical Educa  on students.

Year ten Health and Physical Educa  on  students.

Year nine Food Technology students - Olivia 
Soncin and Kate Baksaj.

Year eight Health and Physical Educa  on students.
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 HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Above le   and right: Year nine Food Technology.

Above le  : Year ten student, Sebas  ano Di Salvo and above right: year ten student, Keelie Nicholls.
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 HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Above: Year nine Food Technology - Neil Prince, Riley Hart, Sumit Mally and Isabelle Jennings.

Above: Year seven Health and Physical Educa  on - Natalee Accoom, Cody Atkinson, Nicholas 
Brammer, Sienna Byrnes, Dana Caulfi eld and Cameron Dyer.

Above: Year eleven Health and Physical Educa  on Students.



10 FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK

 

 

HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION

COMBINED SAINTS BAND

The Combined Saints Band performed at the Christmas In July celebra  ons in Mareeba.  Many wonderful 
comments were made by the commi  ee and the Nomad community (the crowd was made up of travellers from 
all over the country).  We are thankful that Mr Jonathon Barbagallo was able to travel from Cairns to assist Mrs 
Ragge  .

Thanks to the band members, who played so well on a warm day!

Year twelve Recrea  on 
and Ac  vi  es students, 
preparing their backpacks 
for end of term hike.
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 VET AND VOCATIONAL LEARNING NEWS

Year ten students enjoyed three (3) days of work experience at the end of term two, in a variety of industries 
including engineering, retail, educa  on, allied health, law and construc  on  Feedback from work experience 
providers was extremely posi  ve, with students learning and performing a variety of new skills and tasks.   A 
further opportunity to par  cipate in the year ten work experience program is week ten, term three.  See Mrs 
Goleby to collect your Work Experience Agreement Forms and get organised NOW!  You wouldn’t want to miss 
this opportunity to experience your desired career!

Posi  ons Available
Part-  me Retail Assistants required - Prices Plus (Mareeba Store opening soon)

School-based Traineeship in Hospitality -The Co  age Café in Tolga
Du  es include customer service, barista, cooking and cleaning

School-based Traineeship in Warehousing Opera  ons - Reece Plumbing in Atherton
Du  es include customer service, counter sales, stock management, and housekeeping

Please see the Opportunity Board in S Block
 for further details on how to apply for these fantas  c opportuni  es.

Le  : Isabella Cuda and Sarah Peressini - Main Physiotherapy. Centre: Peter 
Masasso -  Tablelands Regional Council.  Right: Mason Blaney - Superior Steel 
Homes.

Le  : Marina Prince - Floral Edge.  Centre:  
Rachel Kleyn - Mackenzie Hydraulics and 
Engineering. Right: Michael Mar  n - CMG 
Consul  ng Engineers.
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STUDENT SUCCESS - MAREEBA ART SOCIETY’S ANNUAL ART SHOW

BRAIN BEE EXPERIENCE

Recently, Jenna Kerswell, Jack Burnside and I had the pleasure of travelling down to Brisbane to take part in the 
Australian Brain Bee Regional Finals, a  er successfully qualifying in round one. At the University of Queensland, 
we took part in round two of the Brain Bee Challenge, followed by guided tours of the Queensland Brain 
Ins  tute. Later, we then travelled to Southbank to the Brisbane Conven  on Centre, where we had the amazing 
opportunity to talk to mul  ple scien  sts about their own inves  ga  ons; ranging from the poten  al life changing 
discovery of one millimetre transparent roundworms, to the future of quadriplegia, involving technology that 
allows one to type with only the power of their minds. Overall, it was an unforge  able experience that has 
further sparked our interest in the fi eld of neuroscience. 

Wri  en by Aarin Ryan
Year ten student

From le   to right: Jack Burnside, Aarin Ryan and Jenna Kerswell.
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MOUNTAIN BIKE RACE SMITHFIELD

 

 STUDENT SUCCESS STORIES

During the school holidays, Jamie and Olivia Hewi  -Toms travelled to Caboolture to represent St Stephen's 
Catholic College at the Interschool State Championships. Olivia placed third overall in the 90cm show jumping 
and claimed a spot on the Queensland State Team to compete at the Na  onals Titles, which will be held at  
Werribee, Victoria in October.  Olivia also placed seventh overall in the 100cm. Jamie placed sixth overall in the 
110cm class.

STUDENT SUCCESS STORIES

Mia Scomazzon and Piper O  one (both year seven students), 
par  cipated in the Relay for Life in Cairns recently.  

Mia has par  cipated in the event for three (3) years and is passionate 
about fundraising for this worthy case.
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 DISTRICT ATHLETICS CARNIVAL - 12 AND UNDER

Le  : Age Champions Blake Casey and Emma Raci  .

Above: Cameron Dyer and Blake Casey.

Below: Rhyan Portelli, Darcy Adams, Blake Casey, Emma 
Raci  , Eliza Kuik, Mia McNeill, Natalie Millerd, Dayna Pearce 
and Madison Stansby, with Mrs Dyer.
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 DISTRICT ATHLETICS CARNIVAL - 13 AND OVER

St Stephen's Catholic College has won the Tablelands Secondary School Sports Associa  on, Inter-school Track 
and Field Carnival.  Above: year twelve students with the shield; from le   to right: Elena Pilat, Ella Ryan, Sam 
Daniell, Dereck Letcher, Jonah Has  e-Hooley and Jordan Hohns.  Individual rankings (fi rst, second and third) 
from the event include: Abby Taylor (13 girls - second), Tonia-Marie Rantucci (14 girls - fi rst), Chloe Taylor (14 
girls - third), Jasper Cole (14 boys - second), Olivia Soncin (15 girls - fi rst), Sophie Raci   (16 girls - fi rst), Ella Ryan 
(17-19 girls - second), Liam Eastgate-Hards (17-19 boys - fi rst) and Sam Daniell (17-19 boys - second).

Le  : Sam Daniell and Liam Eastgate-Hards.  Centre: Elena Pilat and Ella Ryan.  Right: Ella Ryan.
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 ST STEPHEN'S DAY 

St Stephen’s Day

Friday 21 September
from 9.00 am to 3.00 pm

Mass
Cultural Performance

Mini Fete
Netball Match (Year 12 versus Staff)

Tug-of-War (Junior School)
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 INTRODUCTION OF PARENT SLIPS

St Stephen's Catholic College has implemented Parent Slips (EdSmart) to assist with communica  on between 
the school and parents. Parent Slips is an online system that replaces all the paper forms we send home for you 
to complete and return. By moving to an online system, the school an  cipates making good savings in  me and 
cost compared with managing a paper process. The online system is extremely easy for parents to use. Instead 
of paper forms coming home in your child’s school bag, you will be sent an email no  fi ca  on, with a link to click 
that opens a secure web page version of the form to complete and submit. You can do this on your phone, tablet 
or computer. You do not need to download any apps or register. The online system is a much more effi  cient way 
to capture all this informa  on from you and means teachers and the administra  on staff  can easily keep track 
of who has returned their forms. All of the data you submit in the forms is held in a secure database and is only 
accessible to selected school staff . 

You can read more about Parent Slips on their web site: h  ps://www.parentpaperwork.com/parents

 FROM THE MIDDLE LEADER - YEARS 9 AND 10

Semester two has commenced with a fl urry.  Already 
we fi nd ourselves nearly half way through term 
three. Please be mindful of the following events and 
informa  on for year nine and ten students – please 
mark them in your calendars as necessary: 
• Geography Excursion - Thursday 9 August. 
• Author Visit - Monday 13 August.
• Year nine and ten - ICAS Mathema  cs compe   on 

14 August.
• SET plans - Wednesday 15 and Friday 17 August. 
• Year ten camp to Lake Tinaroo Outdoor 

Recrea  on Centre: Girls 20 – 22 August and boys 
22- 24 August.

• Chess Compe   on - 23 August. 
• St Stephen’s Day - Friday 21 September - what is 

your child doing for this? 
• Assessment calendars are available through the 

college website.
• A group of boys from years nine and ten con  nue 

to do themselves proud with their involvement in 
the Bill Turner Cup soccer compe   on.

Year Level Parade: Each fortnight, students in years 
nine and ten come together for a year level assembly 
(each alternate fortnight a whole school assembly 
is held).  For your awareness and considera  on, the 
following items were addressed:  The expecta  on 
of respect  –  toward each other, relief teachers 
and college staff ; Keeping yourself safe online – 
general reminder about carefully considering any 
informa  on you submit or put online, par  cularly 

content that is off ensive and illegal 
and how this can aff ect your personal 
reputa  on. The fact that some online 
behaviour may cons  tute a criminal 
off ence and therefore become a 
police ma  er, was also restated along 
with some basic strategies for keeping 
yourself safe online.   
Recogni  on of Student Achievement Luncheon: An 
annual event - a special lunch was held last week for 
students achieving outstanding overall achievement 
and/or work ethic results on their recent semester one 
report cards.  All year nine and ten students have also 
been reminded of the need to work hard at achieving 
personal bests and se   ng goals for the term ahead. 
Uniform (shoes): I ask parents/carers to please check the 
quality of their child’s formal school shoes, as there are 
some that appear unacceptable for school wear.  Shoes 
need to be neat,  dy and presentable in appearance at 
all  mes – that is clean, polished as necessary and not 
falling apart.   

Please do not hesitate to communicate with me (via 
email, phone, mee  ng) should you have any ques  ons or 
concerns regarding your child’s wellbeing or educa  on.  

Mr Paul MacCallum 
Middle Leader - Years 9 and 10
pmaccallum@sscc.qld.edu.au   
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 INTRODUCTION OF FLEXISCHOOLS

New Cashless System is here!
St Stephen’s Catholic College is constantly on the lookout for new ways to make your 
interactions with school more convenient. That’s why we’ve engaged with Flexischools, 
Australia’s leading school payment system, to provide a new cashless way for you to 
pay for school services. 

Order and pay for a range of school services online 
with Flexischools online ordering… 

Flexischools is the fast, convenient and secure way to order and pay for [SERVICES WITH 
FLEXISCHOOLS] from home or on your mobile. Flexischools makes our school service[s] 
available to you 24/7 

Parents set up a Flexischools account online and pre-load the account with 
funds. 
Parent can use the funds in their account to order and pay for a range of 
services online 
Parents can view their orders online and can set a daily spending limit. 

Get Started with Flexischools… 
Set up an account for online ordering… 

You can set up an account online – it only takes a minute.   
1. Register for Flexischools by visiting www.flexischools.com.au.  Add your student, 

their school and form class to get started. 
2. Top-Up your account via Visa, Mastercard, PayPal or direct deposit. 
3. Make an order by selecting from the range of options made available by your 

school and proceed to make payment for the order listed in your order pad. 
4. Review Orders by logging back in to your Flexischools account. You can set 

recurring orders, view transaction history or cancel orders via your Flexischools 
login. 

What does it cost? 
Online Ordering Fees - $0.29 per order 
Account Top-Up Fees - Direct Deposit FREE 
      Credit card (visa/mastercard) 15c + 1% 
      PayPal 15c + 1% 
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 INTERSCHOOL FIXTURES - MAREEBA TENNIS CLUB
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 CORRESPONDENCE FROM CATHOLIC EDUCATION SERVICES
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 CORRESPONDENCE FROM CATHOLIC EDUCATION SERVICES
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 2019 TUITION FEES
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 2019 TUITION FEES
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 FLEXICHOICE MDFSA


